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Cancer Insight 
 

It is an astonishing fact, but every two minutes someone else in the UK is diagnosed with cancer.  This 
is a disease most of us will be affected by in some way, either personally, or as a result of a loved one 
being diagnosed.   
 
There are more than 200 types of cancer but lung, bowel and prostate cancers are three of the four 
most common.  It probably comes as no surprise that the most common is breast cancer.   
 
In the UK over 55,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer each year, that’s around 150 a day!  In 
addition around 350 men are diagnosed with the disease each year.  These are frightening statistics, so 
is it any wonder that cancer is the number one fear for the British public, beating Alzheimer's, heart 
attacks and terrorism.  
 
Incidence rates of breast cancer have increased by more than 50% over the past twenty-five years.   
 
The Government has demonstrated its commitment to the delivery of cancer services with the launch of 
the Cancer Reform Strategy in 2007.  This Strategy is being developed by the National Cancer Director, 
Professor Mike Richards.  It is the intention that by 2012 “…to ensure that every person has access to 
world class NHS services at every point of the cancer pathway”. 
 
Regrettably, despite the improvements in cancer diagnosis and care, Professor Richards has warned 
that patients are having to undergo more aggressive treatment and even dying unnecessarily due to 
GPs failures to identify symptoms of cancer and delays in referring them for specialist investigations.  
 
The Government’s Cancer Reform Strategy identifies late diagnosis as a major reason why the UK 
cancer survival rates are so much worse than other countries in Europe.  Whilst a joint report by the 
Department of Health and the National Patient Safety Agency found between January 2004 and 
November 2006 more than 1,900 patients suffered missed or late diagnosis, the problem is thought to 
be much greater.  Breast, bowel and lung cancer were the likeliest to involve such errors. 
 
These cases are encountered regularly by our clinical negligence team.  We have considerable 
experience in working with individuals and families facing the aftermath of all types of medical accidents 
including misdiagnosis of cancer.  We are only too aware of the anxiety surrounding seeking legal 
advice at such a difficult time.  Our experts have the experience to offer support and carefully guide you 
through the process of seeking compensation.  With a proven track record of maximising damages 
awards you can be sure that you will be looked after by our team.   
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SHREWSBURY 
Chapter House North, Abbey Lawn, Abbey Foregate 
Shrewsbury SY2 5DE 
T: 01743 280280 
F: 01743 282340 
 
BROMYARD 
44 High Street, Bromyard HR7 4AE 
T: 01885 488442 
F: 01885 488533 
 
HEREFORD  
Beaumont House, Offa Street, Hereford HR1 2LH 
T: 01432 352345 
F: 01432 263708 

LUDLOW  
12 The Business Quarter, Eco Park Road, Ludlow SY8 1FD 
T: 01584 872333 
F: 01584 876459 
 
OSWESTRY 
39 - 41 Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2SZ 
T: 01691 652241 
F: 01691 670074 
 
TELFORD 
Hazledine House, Central Square,  
Telford Town Centre TF3 4JL 
T: 01952 291222 
F: 01952 292585 

OFFICES 
 

MEETING ROOMS Appointments can also be made at our meeting rooms in Conwy, North Wales                    T: 01492 557070 


